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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods, is having falling spell and is


 having test. Bro. George Statham, Sis. Patty 


Keenan’s parents.  Bro. Tony Wilkie, at home


recovering from a stroke. Bro. Jack Green


recovering from knee surgery. Sis. Ellizabeth


Hammond’s sister Becca Debee, who has been


diagnosed with melanoma. 


Crystal Crouch.  All of our new Converts.


Check the board in the back for others.


________________________________





Group “C” meeting after PM Service 


________________________________





Dates to remember





Bro. Fred Liggin speaking ------Nov. 7th


If you would like to have the Liggins 


For lunch or dinner on Sunday


Please see me so I can notify them


_________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


   Asst. 1-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 2-----Donny Gilbert


   Asst. 3-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Clay Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Josh Sams


2nd Prayer----Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture---Roger Pink


Sermon-------David Maxson


Announcements----Bill Hodge


Closing Prayer---Malcolm Smith 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader-------Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer------Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture ---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon----David Maxson


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


Announcements----Bill Hodge


Closing Prayer---Rodee Bruns


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Ross Statham


 Invitation---David Maxson


 Closing Prayer---Steve Tramell





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 6				10/24/2010			Issue 43





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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THOUGHT




















 Who says what's Right or Wrong?





In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (Judg. 17:6)





     As a civilized society, we have agreed to be governed by a set of laws and those laws are enacted for what seems the betterment of all people. When someone goes beyond the bounds of law, they are called into account for their actions and reprimanded accordingly. The problem with our view of right and wrong in modern society is that no one can agree upon an "absolute standard". We leave it up to judges to interpret the law and rule as they see it and they do not always agree. Some are lenient and others are hard and we have come to think that there is no absolute. 


     When people reject absolute standards, they are often inconsistent. When they think they are being treated unfairly, they appeal to a standard of justice that they expect everyone else to adhere to. 


     A philosophy professor began each new term by asking his class, "Do you believe it can be shown that there are absolute values like justice?" The free -thinking students all argued that all things are relative and no one law applies universally. Before the semester ended the professor devoted a class to a debate of the issue. At the end of the class he stated, 


"Regardless of what you think, I want you to know that absolute values can be demonstrated and if you don't accept what I say I will fail you". One angry student stood up and said, "That’s not fair!" "That proves my point" replied the professor, "You have appealed to a higher standard of fairness".


				Cont on Page 3





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Love versus Acceptance    Reused 03/08/15


By Sewell Hall





God's love is universal, but to say that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts men as they are.








God's circle of acceptance excludes those who will not repent.  Jesus said, "Unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes those who have been born only once.  "Jesus answered, 'Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . Unless one is born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:3-5).


 God's circle of acceptance excludes those who fail to bear fruit.  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away" (John 15:2).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes the immoral.  "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).


God's circle of acceptance excludes all who walk in darkness.  ". . . God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth" (1 John 1:5-6).


     It is clear from these passages that God's circle of acceptance encompasses only a small portion of the world's population.  Jesus affirmed this fact when He said, ". . . Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it" (Matthew 7:14).


Our circles


     We must draw our circle of love as large as God has drawn His.  We must go beyond loving family and friends and love even our enemies.








In Parade Magazine a number of years ago, an article introducing "Brotherhood Week" began with the following lines:


He drew a circle that left me out


Heretic, rebel a thing to flout.


But love and I had the wit to win; 


We drew a circle that took him in.


The article continued with the observation that the universal love of God should be the ideal which all of us should seek to attain.


God's circle of love


    It is certainly true that God's circle of love is universal.  It is a circle as big as the whole world.  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3"16).


God's circle of acceptance


    Today, however, that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts all men as they are.  His circle of acceptance and fellowship is drawn much tighter and is much more exclusive.


    God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not know Him.  ". . The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power" (2 Thess. 1:7-9, NASB).


God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not believe in Jesus.  Jesus said, ". . . If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins? (John 8:24).








"But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. . . . Therefore, you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:44-45, 48).


     At the same time, we must avoid any appearance of approving, condoning or accepting attitudes or conduct, which God rejects.  The world, some brethren, and even members of our own family may call us unloving if we refuse to accept an ungodly lifestyle.  They may call us judgmental, bigoted or narrow-minded, but so be it.  Being "followers of God as dear children" (Ephesians 5:1), we must "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them" (Ephesians 5:11).


Note, however, that God takes "no pleasure in the death of the wicked" (Ezekiel 33:11).  It behooves us even less, as sinners saved by grace, to be self-righteous or to take any delight or pleasure in condemning or refusing fellowship to those who persist in sin.  Godly love, while refusing acceptance of sinners in their sin, reaches out sacrificially to try to save them.  "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  "Beloved, if God so loves us, we also ought to love one another" (1 John 4:11).


____________________________


				


The rod and reproof give wisdom: 


but a child left to himself bringeth 


his mother to shame. (Prov 29:15)
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Unfortunately, the same irrational thinking is applied to religious beliefs and of our relationship to God.  The fact that the world has the idea that men can believe what they wish about God and worship Him as they see fit, yet all are right, totally denies God's standard. 


     Whatever God says is truth (John 17:17) and that makes it absolute. It is about this expression of absolute truth that John wrote, " And this is the message which we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.". (1 John 1:5) When two disagree and appeal to a higher standard, it must be to God's word that they appeal and nothing else (especially something from man) will do. It is God's word that makes us free from the law of sin and death. (John 8: 28)


     The answer, then, to the question "Who says what's Right and wrong?" is God. It is therefore God who will be our Judge by the righteousness of the Son. James wrote, “One (only) is the lawgiver and judge, (even) he who is able to save and to destroy" (James 4:12) and "the judgment of God is according to truth" (Rom 2:2) Jesus' instruction about making disciples was not only to baptize them in the name of the trinity but to " teach them to observe all things I have commanded you" (Matt 28:20) and it is by this righteousness that we will pass or fail. 





God has not left us in the dark


About what's wrong or right,


Through His works and in His word


His Spirit gives us light


(D. De Haan)





JP














